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Introduction

"The church is now crying out for the restoration of authentic
apostolic ministry. We are praying for restoration and declaring it
prophetically. God's people are coming out of holes and prison houses. A
new liberty is coming to the church. A new freedom in ministry is being
released through the restoration of apostolic ministry". John Eckhardt;
Moving On The Apostolic, p. 28.

With the present restoration of the apostolic ministry comes the
greatest privilege of all times - the privilege of being raised up as
apostolic people. The authenticity of a movement is directly related to
the effectiveness of its leader. Likewise, the effectiveness of a leader is
measured and validated by his or her ability to raise genuine followers
that are consumed by the truth that is being restored and proclaimed.

True apostles and apostolic churches have within them God given
ability, grace and anointing to raise a mighty apostolic people. But how
does it happen? And where does it begin? How do you make apostolic
people out of ordinary disciples?

It is the purpose of this book to reveal the process by which
apostolic people emerge. What does it mean to be called by God? What
happens when we respond to the call of God? These and other questions
will be addressed in this book.

Before we think about serving the Lord, we have to accept Christ's
call for discipleship. His call to discipleship is a call to be a student,
follower and imitator of Christ's teachings and ministry. Just as He called
the original twelve disciples, Christ's call to His people today still
echoes: "Follow me." And those who respond to this call and lay down
their lives for a life of true discipleship are the ones He chooses to
remodel and reshape "into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter
to make" (Jeremiah 18:4).

It is this time of remodeling, reshaping and preparation that I call
"the process." It is a time of learning and training, of being reformed to
fit the use of the potter. No one can enter into a fruitful apostolic
anointing and ministry without going through this time of preparation.
Those who patiently go through this time of training will, in due season,
be sent out as apostolic people to impact and reclaim a territory for the
kingdom of God.

You see, there are three phases into this whole divine process. First
there is the call to true discipleship. Next there is the process of learning



and training. And then comes the commission into a mighty apostolic
ministry.

"And He went up on the mountain and
called to Him those He Himself wanted.
And they came to Him. Then He appointed
twelve, that they might be with Him and that
He might send them out to preach, and to
have power to heal sicknesses and to cast
out demons" (Mark 3:13-15).

Notice the divine order: First, "...He called to Him... ". Next is the
preparation or process which includes training and impartation, "...that
they might be with Him...". Then they were commissioned, "...that He
might send them out...".

Knowing that we have been called to be sent out is a key step in our
journey. It is most common, however, for us to eagerly desire to be sent
out right away. But often God has another plan: "...that we might be
with Him..." before He send us forth. It is our responsibility to
understand the ways of God and surrender with total submission. Then
and only then can we emerge into what God wants us to become.

This process is Jesus' evolutionary model of the call to discipleship.
When we are obedient to submit to His wisdom and follow His steps, He
remodels us to be revolutionary. We're reshaped to become a mighty
force for the kingdom of God in our region.



Chapter One

Defining The Apostolic Call

"And He went up on the mountain and
called to Him those He Himself wanted"
(Mark 3:13).

True discipleship is foundational to ministry. The call to
discipleship precedes the call to the ministry. Many people confuse these
two. As a result of this misconception they enter into the ministry
prematurely. Christ's desire and call for all believers is that they might
first be His disciples. Those who take seriously this call to discipleship
will, by divine arrangement, enter into Christ's "school of apostleship."
In this school they learn all the necessary ingredients for their future
ministry.

There are Christians in the church today that do not know the
taste of true discipleship. In other words, many are those who experience
the saving knowledge of Christ, but few enter into the realm of true
discipleship. This fact was evident in Christ's earthly ministry. Many
followed Christ for different reasons. His true disciples, however, were
few in number. Likewise, there still are those who are in the church who
have never experienced the life changing power of genuine discipleship.

The following study will show us several kinds of motives in the
hearts of people that claim to be followers of Christ. It happened then
and it is happening now.

Those Who Leave Everything and Follow Him

"And immediately they left the boat and
their  father, and followed Him."
(Matthew 4:22)



True disciples are the ones that leave all and follow Him. This
"leaving the boat" is also symbolic of leaving old models, paradigms and
thought processes behind to and humbling ourselves to follow Him. This
is what it means to be a true disciple! A true disciple hears Christ's call
and follow Him without turning from it to the right or to the left.

The men who fished by the Sea of Galilee are the prototype for
those Jesus calls to true discipleship. They left their fishing nets and
boats, which was the source of their income. They left their father (their
protection) immediately to follow Jesus. This is what it means to be a
true disciple: forsaking everything and following Jesus. A true disciple
is, therefore, one that is willing to pay the price to leave everything that
would hinder him from following Christ. These disciples can join with
Peter and declare, "we have left all and followed You" (Matthew 19:27).

Those Who Follow Him Astonished At His Teaching

"And so it was when Jesus had ended those
sayings, that people were astonished at His
teaching, for He taught them as one having
authority, and not as the scribes. When He
had come down from the mountain, great
multitudes followed Him" (Matthew 7:28 -
8:1)

This is another type of people that follow Christ, people who
were astonished by His teaching. These are the ones that would follow
Jesus just because the teaching of the bible is interesting and entertaining
enough to keep them around church. These people are like the Israelites
in the days of the prophet Ezekiel:

"As for you, son of man, the children of
your people are talking about you besides
the walls and in the doors of the houses; and
they speak to one another, every one saying
to his brother, 'please come and hear what
the word is that comes from the Lord." So
they come to you as people do, they sit
before you as My people, and they hear your
words, but they do not do them; for with



their mouth they show much love, but their
hearts pursue their own gain. Indeed you
are to them as a very lovely song one who
has a pleasant voice and can play well on an
instrument; for they hear your words, but
they do not do them" (Ezekiel 33:30-32)

Those Who Look Back In The Middle Of Their Journey

"Then another of His disciples said to Him,
Lord, let me first go and bury my father. But
Jesus said to Him, 'Follow me, and let the
dead bury their own dead" (Matthew 8:21-
22)

This disciple is among those who look back in the middle of their
journey. Remember, this one was not just another follower; he was a
disciple of Christ. But now we see him tempted to withdraw from his
discipleship commitment for a while. In the middle of his discipleship
journey, a family concern diverted his attention and commitment to
follow Christ.

A true disciple does not change his mind with every new
circumstance. Instead, he is focused, decisive and determined to follow
Christ. Understanding the meaning and the depth of our commitment to a
life of discipleship is the key to gain strength.

"No one, having put his hand to the plow,
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of
God" (Luke 9:62)

Those Who Follow Him To Receive Healing

"And great multitudes followed Him, and
He healed them there" (Matthew 19:2)

These ones followed Him to get healed. Worshipping the gift
instead of the giver of the gift is another sign of shallow commitment.
Some people are out there just because they need healing. It is interesting
to note that God uses His healing power to draw people's attention so



they can hear the Gospel. However, we must never forget the fact that
God's desire for mankind is much bigger than just getting healed.

God wants a relationship with us. His ultimate desire is to make us
His own so that He can teach us, train us and send us out to reach out to
the dying world. People follow Christ for all kinds of reasons, including
healing, but nothing is hidden from His sight.

"The Lord knows those who are His"
(2 Timothy 2:19)

Those Who Follow Him Because They Have Been Healed

"So Jesus had compassion and touched their
eyes. And immediately their eyes received
sight, and they followed Him" (Matthew
20:34)

"Then Jesus said to him, 'Go your way; your
faith has made you well." And immediately
he received his sight and followed Jesus on
the road" (Mark 10:52)

On the above mentioned verses Jesus said to the blind man, "Go
your way" after He had healed him. However, he began to follow Him.
Notice that He was not a disciple before he received healing. We also do
not have any record of him being a disciple afterwards. He followed
Christ just because he got healed.

Some people would not be seen around church, had not Christ
healed them. It is true that people have received genuine life changing
experience as a result of healing. It is also true, however, that there are
people who would only follow Christ as long as they stay healed. Their
commitment to Christ is directly connected with their being healed and
staying healthy.

A true disciple, however, will follow Christ faithfully whether he is
healed or not. His business is not with the healing, but with the healer.
Like Peter, we need to cling to Christ and say, "Lord, to whom shall we
20? You have the words of eternal life" (John 6:68).

Those Who Follow Him To Join The Crowd



"And when He had come into Jerusalem, all
the city was moved, saying, 'who is this?"
(Matthew 21:10)

This instance shows us that people gathered around Jesus until the
whole city was moved. More people came fascinated by the crowd
already gathered. One of the most common characteristics of the human
race is a curiosity about crowds. People tend to want to mingle with a
crowd even when they don't know the direction the crowd is going.
People continually thronged and pressed Jesus while He was here on
earth. Some followed him with a desire to know Him, but others just to
join the crowd.

A true disciple is one that would follow Christ even when the whole
world turns against Him. When all fails, that genuine man of God presses
on saying, "As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord" (Joshua
24:15).

Those Who Follow Him For A Debate

"When they had heard these words, they
marveled, and left Him and went their way"
(Matthew 22:22)

These Pharisees were following Christ simply for a debate, to
entangle Him in His talk. On one side of the camp are those that are
honest and genuine people that desire the milk of the Word. On the other
side, however, are those that are out there to create argument and
confusion in the body of Christ. These people have the energy to argue
and debate every issue in the church. They are always questioning
something, not to gain a better understanding, but with the wrong
attitude. Like the Pharisees of Jesus' day they will soon depart, for they
are counterfeit and false disciples.

"Even so you also outwardly appear
righteous to men, but inside you are full of
hypocrisy and lawlessness" (Matthew 23:28)

Those Who Follow Him Bound By The Love Of Money



"But he was sad at this word, and went away
sorrowful, for he had great possessions"
(Mark 10:22)

This young ruler was willing to follow Him until a very sensitive
issue was raised - this issue of money. This is a very difficult and
complex bondage. No man can serve God and money at the same time.
The easiest way to measure the love that we have for God is to search
our attitude towards money. It is impossible to harbor the love of money
in our lives and follow Christ at the same time.

"No servant can serve two masters; for
either he will hate the one and love the
other, or else he will be loyal to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and
mammon" (Luke 16:13)

Those Who Follow Him To See Signs

n

. a great multitude, when they heard
how many things He was doing, came to
Him" (Mark 3:8)

"Then a great multitude followed Him,
because they saw His signs which He
performed on those who were diseased”
(John 6:2)

These are the types of those who follow Him looking after miracles.
Christ's plan and purpose for those who follow Him is eternal, not
temporal. Some people limit God by going after temporary things. We
must remember that miracles followed the apostles as they followed
Christ and preached His Word faithfully. The disciples did not follow
miracles. When we follow miracles, miracles cannot follow us.

It is simply against the law of nature for two things to follow each
other at the same time. The correct order, therefore, is to follow Christ so
that miracles and signs can follow us. It is a noble thing to desire and
pray for miracles. But Christ must come first. It has become common in



our days to see people going place to place, from conference to
conference looking just for miracles.

They never become members of a congregation to be discipled and
grounded and established in Christ. They simply don't know Christ in a
way that a true disciple should know Him. The fact that they never
submit to any local church leadership is a sign that they are not in
submission to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

A genuine disciple fixes his eyes on the cross:

"For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek
after wisdom; but we preach Christ
crucified" (1Corinthians 1:22)

Those Who Follow Him Hypocritically

"Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve,
went to the chief priests to betray Him to
them" (Mark 14:10)

Judah is a prime example of those who follow Christ hypocritically.
Judas was once a follower of Jesus. He was going to be sent, but instead
he went! He must have been playing false the whole time. He must have
been hypocritical all along the way.

He is numbered among the kinds of people that claim to be
Christians and yet in need of deliverance from some bondage. Oh, how
God wants to deliver these people! God's word warns us to be "looking
carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of
bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled"
(Hebrew 12:15).

Those Who Follow Him From Afar

"But Peter followed at a distance" (Luke
22:54)

Peter was one of the most committed disciples, following Christ
everywhere He went. But now, we see him acting like a stranger,
following Christ at a distance, until the Holy Spirit convicted him. This



kind of wavering commitment is not a mark of true discipleship. For a
true disciple will follow Christ in season or out of season.

"Now the just shall live by faith; but if
anyone draws back, my soul has no pleasure
in him" (Hebrew 10:38)

Those Who Follow Him Until A Hard Saying

"From that time many of His disciples went
back and walked with Him no more"
(John 6:66)

Some people cannot take a strong and hard saying at all. They will
follow Christ as long as the preacher preaches nice sermons, not
rebuking them or correcting them. These kinds of people would not take
any challenging sermon. They would turn deaf ears to messages that call
for sacrificial services or any other challenging expressions that would
demand their undivided commitment. A faithful disciple is one who loves to
hear what the Spirit says to the church. Unbelieving people cannot do that.
"Because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers, and
they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables
(Timothy 4:3b-4).

Let us ponder this question as we wrap up this chapter: Who is a true
disciple? Christ said, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross, and follow me" (Matthew 16:24). "If anyone desires to
come after Me" means that being a disciple of Christ is a matter of choice. The
phrase, "Let him deny himself" reveals the fact that the real enemy of
discipleship is self. The expression, "take up his cross" tells us that there is a
price to pay. Jesus spoke these words to His disciples, not to some outsiders.
Let's remember that our calling, first and foremost, is this: "called to be saints"
(Romans 1:7).

Before we are called to be "sent ones" we are called to be "saint
ones". That is a call to total submission to the Lord. In our endeavor to
follow Christ with total submission there are principles that we need to
understand that will affect our following.

Dr. Jonathan David offers us the following key principles.
*  Our revelation of who He is:
We need to know by revelation who He is.



*  Our relationship with Him:
We need to choose the type of relationship we want with Him.

*  Our renewing of commitment to Him:
We need to covenant our selves in an ongoing fashion.

*  Our responsibility to His will:
We need to carry the burden of the Lord.

*  Our repentance from dead works:
We need to yield our selves to the Holy Spirit's work of
sanctification

*  Our realization of His Words:
We need to understand truth in its context and how it is meant to be
applied in our daily lives.

*  Our recognition of Him: we need to honor Him and consider Him
worthy above all things and all men.

(Jonathan David, Apostolic Strategies Affecting nations, P. 147)



Chapter Two

The Apostolic School

"That they might be with Him"
(Mark 3:14)

Once a Christian has decided to be genuinely committed to a life of
discipleship, God will automatically begin to prepare that disciple for the
ministry. Christ, after He had called those He Himself wanted, taught
them many unforgettable, life changing lessons. These lessons were
indeed critical for their future ministry. The twelve disciples had to go
through this period that we call "the process" - time of remodeling and
refining. The disciples had to spend more than three years with Him
being trained, challenged and changed. This same principle applies
today.

We are people of the end times. We have a lot to accomplish before
we can finish "all that Jesus began both to do and teach" (Acts 1:1). It is
all done by the grace of God, but it takes some preparation.

Anyone who desires to be sent and used by God needs to understand
the importance of going through this time of preparation, impartation and
training. Men of God both in Old and New Testament times underwent
the same process of spiritual evolution. The principle of spiritual
evolution still exists today.

Speaking of this time of preparation, Oswald Chambers wrote,
"Each one of us has a counterpart somewhere in the experiences of these
three men of God. In the cases of Abraham, the valley of humiliation
lasted thirteen years; of Moses, forty years; of Isaiah, a few minutes. No
two of us are alike; each one stands alone before God" (Oswald
Chambers, So Send I You; Workmen Of God, page 32).



To really understand the truth about this time of preparation,
impartation and training in the wilderness, we must discern the spiritual
principles at work in the lives of the twelve disciples. These twelve men
had to learn the entire foundation of ministry during only three years of
preparation. Jesus was in the business of making apostles (sent ones) out
of disciples. Let us look and study some of the most important lessons
that the disciples had to learn during those three years of walking and
talking with their Master, Jesus Christ. Let's remember as we study these
points that we also have to learn these lessons before we receive our
commissioning in ministry.

Jesus has left us an outline of lessons we have to learn prior to our
being sent out.

Lesson # 1
"Why are you fearful?" (Matthew 8:26)

The disciples had to learn this important lesson before they entered
into the ministry. Jesus was a man who knew no fear. And He wants to
teach His chosen ones how to be courageous and defeat fear. Ministry
and fear don't go together. Remember that the disciples had to learn this
lesson before they were commissioned. Those who exhibit fear in their
lives once they are in the ministry only show that they have not been well
prepared prior to their entrance into the ministry. Fear of people; fear of
failure; fear of rejection . . . are signs that Christ's school of preparation
has not been attended becomingly. Fear has no place in the lives of those
who have lived with Jesus enough to be taught by Him. "For God has not
given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind"
(1 Timothy1:7).

Lesson # 2

"Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are
sick" (Matthew 9:12).

Jesus, during His earthly ministry, was known for His close
association with sinners. By doing so, He demonstrated the fact that
Christianity is not about religion, but about relationship. A physician will
fail to accomplish his purposes if he resides an area where there are no



sick people at all. Likewise, God's sent ones are sent to those who are
poor, weak, sick and in darkness. Often times, however, Christians are
seen having a hard time mingling with unbelievers. Contrary to that,
Christ said, "You are the salt of the earth . . . you are the light of the
world" (Matthew 5:13-14).

Aubery Malphurs: "The primary problem is that most active
Christians have, over a period of time, insulated and thus isolated
themselves from lost people." According to him the two most common
reasons why Christians isolate themselves from unbelievers are:
"Christians aren't comfortable around non-Christians, and Christians
expect lost people to behave like saved people" (Aubery Malphurs,
Planting Growing Churches, Pages 208-209).

Lesson # 3
"You give them something to eat" (Matthew 14:16).

This is called "the school of accountability." In the natural world,
children may have a chance to survive without parents. Exactly the
opposite happens in the spiritual realm. God's children must be fed both
the milk and the meat of the Word needed for their growth. This
responsibility is upon the shoulders of those who are sent by God. Those
who have learned the lessons needed and are truly sent by God do not
have any other agenda or motive behind what they are doing. Their sole
purpose in life is to feed God's flock. That is why God wants to train us
before He sends us: to purge and purify our motives so that we are totally
given to "prayer and to the ministry of the word" (Acts 6:4). Christ's call
still echoes, "Feed My lambs . . . Tend my sheep . . . Feed my sheep"
(John 21:15-17).

Lesson # 4
"Why did you doubt?" (Matthew 14:31).

The spiritual world operates by faith and faith alone. God's sent
ones must be people of faith and not doubt. Sometimes the things God
would want us to do and the circumstances around us do not harmonize.
It is then that doubt can find its way into our lives and creep in to cause
us sink like Peter did. To avoid this pitfall, it is very crucial that we be



with Jesus during our time of preparation to receive impartation and
training to build our faith through the Word of God. We cannot go out
and save the unbelieving world unless we are believers ourselves. We
must learn to believe. Remember that Christ gave this important lesson to
His disciples before He sent them out to preach with apostolic power.
"Do not be unbelieving, but believing" (John 20:27).

Lesson # 5
"His face shone like the sun" (Matthew 17:2).

When Jesus revealed His glory to Peter, James and John, they did
not want to leave that mountain. In fact, Peter suggested that they should
make three tabernacles - one for Jesus, one for Moses and one for Elijah.
The impact of His revealed glory was so convincing that they did not
even care to make a place for themselves. These disciples learned to see
the glory of Jesus for themselves. That is what I call "the glory in the
closet." If we want to see His glory in our ministry, we must first learn to
experience it in our closet.

We must be visited by His glory personally before it hits our
ministry. Do we have that private life of prayer? Are we experiencing the
life changing glory of God in our closet? If the glory cannot find its way
into our closet, it cannot come to our ministry. The private encounter
with the Lord must come before public manifestation of His glory.
"Restore us O God; cause Your face to shine, and we shall be saved"
(Psalm 80:3).

Lesson # 6
"Lest we offend them" (Matthew 17:26).

Learning to care for other people's level of understanding is another
major lesson the disciples learned from their Master during their time of
preparation. Walking and behaving wisely among the brethren is a sign
of maturity. When we become mature and wise in the things of God, we
will refrain from saying things like "As long as the Lord is pleased with
me I don't care about people." Jesus was assertive, but gentle-hearted as
the same time. His whole life was given to finish the work of the One
who sent Him, but He also knew that God's master plan includes man.



You may love the Lord and serve Him well, "yet if your brother is
grieved because of [you], . . . you are no longer walking in love. Do not
destroy . . .the one for whom Christ died." (Romans 14:15).

Lesson # 7
"Yet it shall not be so among you" (Matthew 20:26).

The mother of Zebedees' sons came to Jesus to beg for positions for
her sons. Jesus used that opportunity to teach the disciples a very crucial
lesson. Some say that the indignation of the other ten disciples was due
to their own desire for the position. That explains why Jesus' response
was addresses to all of them: "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles
lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them.
Yet it shall not be so among you." Oh, what a lesson! Only God decides
position and placement in His kingdom. God wants to free His people of
worldly ambition. Some people are driven by an uncontrollable desire for
power and control in the ministry. That is the way and manner of the
world. God's way is meekness and humility. "Therefore humble
yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due
time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you." (1 Peter 5:6).

Lesson # 8
"Could you not watch with Me for one hour?" (Mathew 26:40).

This is a call for diligence. Some people mistakenly think that they
will be diligent once they get into the ministry. But the time to be
watchful and diligent must come prior to entering the ministry. When we
practice watchfulness before we even get into any challenging situation,
victory becomes a reality, not a matter of chance. We cannot sit back and
relax, thinking that it is not time to watch and pray because we are not
really involved in an intensive ministry. Prayer, fasting, the Word,
fellowship and other spiritual practices must be exercised on a daily
basis. Some people pray only when they enter into temptation. But Jesus
said, "Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation." The time to watch
and pray is now. We cannot wait until things happen and try to change
them afterwards. We are called to be strong and make things happen.
"Awake, you who sleep" (Ephesians 5:14).



Lesson #9

"Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while"
(Matthew 6:31).

The easiest way to wither away spiritually is to work without
ceasing. The apostles once gathered to Jesus and began to tell Him "both
what they had done and what they had taught." His answer was plain and
simple: "Rest." This was indeed a strong lesson for the apostles. Both the
bible and past experience teach us that one has to give his body a rest
after ministering. We will be more fruitful when we give ourselves a
chance to recuperate by being still and quiet. To serve God effectively,
we have to know God. And to know God we have to rest. "Be still, and
know that I am God" (Psalm 46:10).

Lesson # 10
"You do not know what manner of spirit you are of" (Luke 9:55).

James and John requested Jesus to bring judgment upon the
Samaritan village that refused to respond to His message. His loving
response was quite a lesson for all that were around Jesus. God's people
must learn to discern and test spirits. Judgmental and critical spirit is one
of the most common spirits that operates among the brethren. The
manner of spirit that is given to the people of God, however, is that of
love, compassion and mercy. There should be no room for judging one
another. It saddens the heart of God to see His servants motivated by any
other spirit that is contrary to the Holy Spirit. "Therefore let us not judge
one another anymore" (Romans 14:13).

Lesson # 11

"Do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you" (Luke
10:20).

When we miss our purpose and become out of focus, we can be
preoccupied with success so much that it becomes the only source of joy
we have in life. That was exactly the situation with the seventy when



they return to Jesus with joy. They rejoiced because demons were subject
to them. Their joy was based on the fact that they had success in their
ministry. Jesus, knowing their situation, challenged them that they should
rejoice only because their names are written in heaven. Jesus should be
our primary source of joy. Achievements in the ministry, being accepted
by others and other successes are good, but basing our joy upon these
things can be destructive. The reason is that there are times that things do
not go the way we want them to, causing our feelings to go up and down.
The solution: "Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice"
(Philippians 4:4).

Lesson # 12
"But one thing is needed" (Luke 10:42).

When asked in what area of ministry they want to get involved,
some Christians will begin to name endless areas of ministries. But
Christ said, "One thing is needed." Disregarding this truth can lead us
into countless involvement. Like Martha, we may be worried and
troubled about many things, to please God with this and that. Worrying
about everything and trying to do many things to please God will not
accomplish any thing. Mary commendably chose the good part, which is
to sit under the feet of Jesus. When we choose the same part, God will do
marvelous things on our behalf. "For it is God who works in you both to
will and to do for His good pleasure" (Philippians 2:13).

As we close this chapter, let's remember that our calling is first and
foremost a call for discipleship. But it never stops there. God's ultimate
desire is to teach us, train us and make us apostolic people of destiny.
God urges every man and woman of God to evangelize and make
disciples. Notice that Jesus did not command His apostles to make
Christians, but to make disciples. We must be in the business of making
disciples out of Christians. It is then God's part to call people into an
apostolic ministry. "And you also will bear witness [the commission],
because you have been with me [the process] from the beginning" (John
15:27).

This time of preparation, impartation and training called "the
process" then, is a time to be with Christ in drinking His cup. As
explained previously, once we respond to the call for discipleship and
commit our lives to go wherever Jesus would take us, we will



immediately enter into this period of preparation to be remodeled and
reformed. God begins to make us again! There are, however, many
hindrances to this time of preparation. Many are called, but few have the
determination and the wisdom to pass through this time of preparation.
Our next chapter deals with the enemies of our progression.



Chapter Three

Dislodging The Hindrance

In the last two chapters we dealt with the issue of our call. We
defined our calling as a call for discipleship, which is followed by a time
of preparation we termed "the process", which is a time of preparation.
Any reader will understandably ask at this point, "How long this time of
preparation will take?".

Here are some practical suggestions in the words of Ralph
Mahoney: "There is no set length of time. Moses was in preparation forty
years on the backside of the desert tending his father-in-law Jethro's
sheep. Only fourteen years after his conversion, Paul was released and
sent out as a leader (Acts 13:1-3). However, in Paul's case there were
many years of training in the Scriptures, before his conversion. From the
time of his dreams until he became Prime Minister of Egypt thirteen
years of Joseph's life had passed."

According to Ralph Mahoney there are two things that will
determine the length of time that will take God to prepare you:

1) The magnitude and nature of the ministry God has prepared for you
2) The way you respond to His dealing as He prepares you.

Explaining God's part he says, "How much God wants to
accomplish through you and how much you want to accomplish for God
determine the intensity of His dealing. The same thing is true in the
world. A person can be a good auto mechanic with only a few years of
school, but you can't be a medical doctor or surgeon without many years
of inten